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	LEGAMBIENTE LECCO ONLUS

Via Bovara, 1/F - 23868 Valmadrera (LC)

Tel 0341.202040 - Fax 0341.207888

E-mail lecco@legambiente.org - URL http://www.legambientelecco.it/

	
	MID AND LONG TERM VOLUNTEERS


	HOSTING ORGANISATION
	Legambiente Lecco Onlus

	LOCATION
	District of Lecco, Region Lombardy, Northern Italy

	LOCAL TUTOR
	Simone Bassanelli


	DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANISATION

	Circolo Legambiente Lecco Onlus originated in 1978 as Comitato Difesa Ambiente (= Committee for the Defence of Environment), and since 1987 it became part of Legambiente. To understand what Legambiente represents in terms of context and guidelines, you have to consider the larger role that the association plays on a national level.

Legambiente (League for the Environment) is a non profit environmental association supported by citizens with more than 1.000 local groups and 20 regional committees in Italy, and more than 115.000 members and supporters. Set on solid scientific basis and faithful to the slogan “Think Global, Act Local”, Legambiente is recognised by the Italian Ministry of Environment as an association of environmental interest, belongs to the Bureau Europen del l'Environnement (B.E.E.) and to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Since its National Congress in Florence in 19th December 1999, Legambiente became ONLUS (Non Profit Organisation of Social Utility). In the field of the Italian environmental movement, Legambiente is one of the most well known associations for its awareness campaigns run at a national level (anti air and noise pollution, appreciation of small municipalities, saving energy and climate change, environmental education, voluntary service, sustainable tourism, fighting against illegal construction and environmental illegality, civil protection, cooperation and development etc.).

Our local group, Legambiente Lecco Onlus, is mainly active in the district of Lecco; moreover it hosts the regional coordination office of Volontariambiente (= Volunteers for Environment), the Legambiente programme of voluntary projects. The headquarters are based in Valmadrera (LC); at the same time we're in charge of the management of a Centre for Environmental Education in Prim’Alpe, in the municipality of Canzo (CO). This main Centre is inside the project “Case nella Foresta” (Houses in the Forest) in collaboration with ERSAF, a public Council that manage 20 forests in our region. Moreover, with this project we also manage other two houses (in Bagni di Masino (SO) and Valvestino (BS)), where the service take place occasionally. Our local group has 200 members, 2 permanent staff members, several collaborations with partner organisations and authorities and active volunteers. Permanent staff are in charge of the organisation, management and coordination of all the activities of the association, which can be described as follows:

· coordination and organisation of environmental voluntary projects (workcamps, mid and long term voluntary service etc.) in Lombardy;

· projects of environmental education to benefit local schools through working in depth on the environmental maintenance of natural areas;

· organisation of festivals, markets or exhibits of organic products, educational activities on healthy eating and sustainable agriculture;

· supporting Legambiente national campaigns and putting their aims into practice, raising awareness about environmental issues;

· management of natural areas (the areas surrounding the Houses in the Forest and the wet area Palude di Brivio belonging to the network of Retenatura, come trails in parks).

Moreover, the activity of our local group echoes the role of Legambiente Lombardia Onlus, the regional office which coordinates the local groups of the association. Legambiente Lombardia Onlus also consults and provides general services, intervening on environmental issues that have an effect locally and regionally. The principal campaigns promoted at regional level by Legambiente relate to active vigilance on urban planning and land speculation, the fight against urban pollution, proposal of sustainable energy and transport policies, monitoring  the environmental health of our large lakes, safeguarding the ecosystem of the Alps.



	BOARD AND LODGING

	The volunteers dispose of free board and lodging; the type of accommodation depends on the specific project.

The volunteers will get a monthly allowance as described in the YiA guide.



	QUESTIONS FOR A BETTER ORIENTATION TO THE PROJECT

	Are you motivated in manual and physical works in a mountainous environment? Previous volunteers in our project stated that our project can be demanding: at the same time our activities are challenging and stimulating their own initiatives. Do you think to be able to face daily manual works and organisation tasks in the nature to plan also in an autonomous and independent approach?

	

	Our project locations are normally quite isolated or in very small villages. Do you think you could accept the idea of living in such locations, spending the majority of your time with the same small group of people? Do you have a driving licence (not mandatory)? Since how long? Do you have any experience in driving in mountains roads or other difficult conditions?

	

	The project can have non regular working hours (normally 6 hours of work every day for 5 days a week, with the possibility of working during some weekends and having resting days during the week), and different intensity of work according; would you be able to cope with that?

	

	How do you judge your attitude towards learning new languages? Are you ready to interact with the people living around the project, particularly the resident communities that you’ll be part of, as a linguistic tool and as a social and cultural integration?

	

	As part of the project, during the summer some volunteers will have to leave the Centre of Prim'Alpe to go to help in different places (Bagni di Masino and Valvestino). Do you mind to change temporarily your service referent and your accommodation?

	

	Did you already have any experience of living in community and, if yes, how would you describe your attitude in those situations? The cohabitation with people of different gender, nationality, culture, or with social difficulties can be sometimes challenging and demanding; are you tolerant and suitable in different situations?

	

	During summer time it happens that we have to share the accommodations with lot of people and sometimes can be difficult to have a place and privacy for yourself. You’ll spend your service in those accommodations, starting to consider them “your house”, but as them are belonged by public organisations and we need them for many activities, we have to keep them in order and cleaned. Do you think that you can take care of a building so that is ready for any use, not considering it as your “private” house?
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